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The Summa Rehab Hospital, located
in Akron, Ohio, represents a joint venture
between Summa Health System and Vibra
Healthcare. The goal of the hospital is to be
a Center of Excellence through the programs
offered, incorporation of the most up-todate industry standards, and integration
of cutting-edge technological equipment.
The state-of-the-art hospital offers a host
of programs, including inpatient physical
rehabilitation, radiology, dialysis, bariatric
care, and dedicated pharmacy and dietary
services.
Situated at the corner of the Akron City
Hospital campus, the all-private room,
60-bed acute care hospital marks the east
entrance to the campus and the newly
established Akron City Biomedical corridor.
An elevated, two-story glass rehabilitation
space fronts the main thoroughfare and
creates a signature element for the campus
gateway. This open area is the focal point of
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the hospital and serves as the space
where patients will spend a minimum
of 15 hours per week rehabilitating
from various conditions. The openness
lends itself to collaboration among
not only the caregivers but among the
patients, as well. An outdoor healing
garden, which doubles as an ambulatory course, cantilevers adjacent to
this second floor rehabilitation area.
This garden is enclosed with metal
screening to offer the patients a sense
of privacy and solitude in the urban
setting while still offering views.
Reduction of stress and improved
patient outcomes were key drivers of
the design and were especially rele-
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vant given the longer length of stay of
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Reprinted with permission from the September 2012 issue of Healthcare Design. ©2012 Vendome Group LLC. All rights reserved.

Stacey Shurman

